Introducing The Artist
Rampant, white-capped rollers break on a western shore to boil in seething foam; wild scarlet
poppies conspire to delude and set fields ablaze; winding footpaths beckon into enchanted
woodlands; busy rivers hurry from towns to flow lazily through sleepy meadows; out at sea
muscular yachts grapple the winds to seize their power and sail on in triumph – these are just
some of the subjects that have commanded the attention of the Artist in his quest to capture and
convey the unique beauty of essential English land and seascapes through carefully observed and
meticulously rendered paintings.
Paintings by Andrew Dandridge
HE Artist – Andrew Dandridge –
is a quietly spoken, private
person, with a love of his
Sussex Downland home, the
surrounding countryside and
a
passion for all things marine.
Highly articulate, with a keen
sense of humour, he is still coming
to grips with his success and relishes
each opportunity to express himself
through his creative talents.
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From his love of painting he is
happy to discuss the motives
and methods behind his works,
recounting how on more than one
occasion his enthusiasm to gain a
particular vantage point led to a less
than dignified predicament.
He was born in South London, and
raised in the weald of Kent before
moving to the Sussex coast in his
early teens.

He has lived here since, in the
heart of the Sussex Downs with his
wife and business partner Valerie
and their family.
He studied at Eastbourne School of
Art and Design and then at the
Brighton School of Architecture and
Interior Design, which now forms
part of Brighton University.
Here he graduated with an
Honours Degree.

From drawing board to easel
Andrew’s career began in the yacht
building industry as a designer
working with his father.
Together they achieved worldwide
acclaim with the Vancouver 27 – a
sturdy 27-foot cutter originally
designed by Robert Harris for a
Canadian couple that wanted to sail
from Vancouver to New Zealand.
John Dandridge, sought the
licence to produce the vessel in
Europe and they set to with the first
British all-wood design.

When they advertised their version
of the Vancouver 27, the response
was such that, in order to meet
demand, they were left with no
alternative but to set up as dedicated
boat builders.
While the Canadian producer fell
by the wayside, the Dandridges’
Pheon Yachts forged ahead, fuelled
by a quest for perfection and sheer
capacity for hard work.
Later and in London, Andrew
moved into the next stage of his
career as an interior designer and

architect with a West End
architectural practice.
Andrew’s final career move to
become a landscape artist, and his
leap of faith from the drawing board
to the easel, is further discussed in a
conversation with Wendy Peacock –
an extract of which appears on his
website www.andrewdandridge.co.uk

A rising force
The Artist is emerging as one of
England’s
leading
landscape
exponents and is now receiving
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recognition he richly deserves for his
evocative paintings of the Sussex
Downs and surrounding countryside.
His winter scenes and his
paintings of bluebell woods seem to
attract the most attention, but his
portfolio is yet far more extensive.
In his quest for exquisite views of
the South Downs and the Weald of
Sussex, he has walked and cycled
much of the South Downs Way and
has explored the banks of the
Cuckmere, the Arun, the Rother and
the Adur.

He has also sallied forth to
Cornwall, the Lake District, Wales,
Scotland and Eire.
He frequently exhibits in galleries
on England’s south coast and in
London, and his works feature in
collections throughout the world.
Through his work, the Artist invites
you to stand where he stood and
behold the beauty of the landscape
before you; or to stroll through
enchanted woodlands imbibing the
scented air, totally at peace and at
one with the world.

He
works
principally
in
watercolour and gouache, and
occasionally in oils or acrylics.
The Artist’s ‘Masterclasses’ are
eagerly anticipated events and as a
result tend to be over subscribed.
He is fully aware of this fact and
intends to allocate more time to
these Masterclasses, or ‘Workshops’
as he prefers to call them, in 2009.
In addition to his enduring
attraction to landscapes, the Artist
also has a long association with the
sea and ships.

Above: Cambria, close hauled

Left: Scarlet Poppies

Right: Relaxing with Valerie

Of seascapes and wild flowers
Andrew learned to sail at the age of
ten; he grew up with yachts and
the sea. Sailing has been a life-long
passion and he is never without a
dinghy or yacht.
His intimate knowledge of the sea,
boats and all things marine is
evident, as he paints them with a
deep appreciation of their grace and
beauty. He has great respect for the
sea, its power and all its moods.
Finally, there is a further
dimension to the Artist’s passions

and talent as he takes you down
among the Buttercups and Daisies
to gain an exclusive perspective of
the world of wild flowers.
Here, his paintings border on the
abstract, with a loose and fluid touch
that is both engaging and deceptive.
He reveals the reluctant beauty
of flowers that hide deep in the
English meadows; beside a country
lane; or tucked away, unseen under
a hedgerow, so that the casual
observer passes by, oblivious to
their existence and charm – the

brilliance of Scarlet Poppies; the
delicacy of Buttercups; the wonder of
Wild Orchids and the mystery of
Sunset Chamomile, these and other
delights all set among the tangle of
grasses and pastures.
It is this tangle of nature in the raw
to which the Artist is drawn and
which he strives to convey.
When you view his paintings, you
see what he saw on the day, as it was
at that moment, but now captured on
canvas for you to revisit and treasure
for a lifetime.
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